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264 On Cosmopolitan Alternatives

mediated, this fact alone will give us some reason to behave differently to-
ward those who share a state with us and those who don’t. With regard to
those who share our state, the natural duty requires us to perform our duties
to them as defined by the state. With regard to those who do not share our
state, our natural duty requires us to support the construction and effective
operation of their just institutions, as well as working toward the establish-
ment of just international institutions to regulate the behavior of states to-
ward one another. Third, once state institutions are in place, they may give
rise to new agent-relative reasons for us based on our personal history of
involvement with them. These reasons will give participants in a particular
institution reason to do more to support their state and their fellow partici-
fants than they do for equally just institutions elsewhere.
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